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Foote s humour.
[A.D. 1769.
BOSWELL. ' I suppose, Sir, he has thought superficially, and seized the first notions which occurred to his mind.' JOHNSON. 'Why then, Sir, still he is like a dog, that snatches the piece next him. Did you never observe that dogs have not the power of comparing? A clog will take a small bit of meat as readily as a large, when both are before him.'
' Buchanan, (he observed,) has fewer centos' than any modern Latin poet. He not only had great knowledge of the Latin language, but was a great poetical genius. Both the Scaligers praise him.'
He again talked of the passage in Congreve with high commendation, and said, 'Shakspeare never has six lines together without a fault. Perhaps you may find seven, but this does not refute my general assertion. If I come to an orchard, and say there's no fruit here, and then comes a poring man, who finds two apples and three pears, and
Upon which I told the above story, which produced a very loud laugh from the company. But I never saw Foote so disconcerted, He looked grave and angry, and entered into a serious refutation of the justice of the remark. ' What, Sir, (said he,) talk thus of a man of liberal education ;—a man who for years was at the University of Oxford ;—a man who has added sixteen new characters to the English drama of his country!' BOSWELL.
Foote was at Worcester College, but he left without taking his degree. He was constantly in scrapes. When the Provost, Dr. Gower, who was a pedant, sent for him to reprimand him,' Foote would present himself with great apparent gravity and submission, but with a large dictionary under his arm ; when, on the doctor beginning in his usual pompous manner with a surprisingly long word, he would immediately interrupt him, and, after begging pardon with great formality, would produce his dictionary, and pretending to find the meaning of the word, would say," Very well, Sir; now please to go on."' For-ster's Essays, ii. 307. Dr. Gower is mentioned by Dr. King (Anec. p. 174) as one of the three persons he had known ' who spoke English with that elegance and propriety, that if all they said had been immediately committed to writing, any judge of the language would have pronounced it an excellent and very beautiful style.' The other two were Bishop Atterbury and Dr. Johnson.
1 ' Cento. A composition formed by joining scrapes from other authours.' Johnson's Dictionary.
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